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GRACE NOT IN VAIN 

 

I. Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

A. “For grace you have been saved through faith: 

1. Def Saved: be made whole 

a. #1 Being saved / being made whole is talking about being saved from our sin 

(1)  Rom 3:23 “ for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

(a) All of us have sinned  & none of us can save ourselves 

(1)  Only the Name of Jesus can save us from our sin 

(a) Acts 4:12”for there is no other name under heaven given among men by  

      which we must be saved." ……Jesus  

                (b) 2 Cor 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we  

                     might be made the righteousness of God in him.  

2. Def  Grace: is God’s unmerited favor  

a. We cannot earn it thru God works, or church membership and have boasting 

Or bragging rights as to how we have obtained eternal life: 

b. “you have been saved through faith” 

(1)  Faith in the Name of Jesus 

(2)  Faith in the Blood Jesus shed on Calvary’s Cross 

(3)  Faith in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

(4)  Faith in God’s love & mercy 

(5)  Faith in the Word of God that promises us: 

(a)  Rom 10:13 For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

(1)  It was only Jesus who hung on Calvary’s cross for our sin 

(2)  That is why there is no other name by which to be saved 

(3)  Rich or poor  /  successful or failure /   popular or rejected /  

      famous or unknown 

(4)  There are no boasting / bragging rights / no earning our salvation thru 

Our good works 

(5)  It is only by GRACE: God’s gift, His unearned & undeserved favor 

That we are saved from our sin 

(6)  Have you called upon the Name of Jesus to be Born Again? 

(7)  Have you called upon the Name of Jesus to be made whole: spirit, 

 Soul & body 

(8)  Have you called upon the Name of Jesus to be healed  
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(9)  Have you called upon the Name of Jesus to be delivered: 

(a) Because God’s Grace coming into our life is not based upon our works, 

Or goodness 

(b) God’s Grace is totally based upon Jesus finished work upon the Cross 

(1)  Jesus who knew no sin….. became sin … that upon our repentance  

Jesus can make us the righteousness of God  

II. Sad to say many who have become Born Again have wasted the Grace 

A. 2 Cor 6:1” We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to 

receive the grace of God in vain. 

A. Def Vain:  to neutralize, fruitless 

B. Once we have become a Christian we are to become develop the Fruit of the 

Holy Spirit within our lives and become fruitful, instead of fruitless: 

1. Gal 5:22-26 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law. 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions 

and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  

 

 

III. I want to give you some biblical keys for developing the Fruit of The Holy 

Spirit & releasing the Grace of God within your life #1 TAKE HOLD OF ETERNAL 

LIFE: 

1. 1 Tim 6:12 “ Fight the good fight for the Christian faith. Take hold of everlasting 

life to which you were called  

a. To Lay Hold of is speaking about grabbing on to & not letting go, regardless of 

what you face in life 

b. Now that you are saved, you have to walk it out, as well as fight the good fight 

of faith 

(1)  You must learn to fight the lusts & desires of the flesh 

(2)  You must learn to fight the devil & powers of darkness 

(a)  2 Cor 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God 

for pulling down strongholds,  

(1) You must get into God’s word & learn about & how to use these mighty 

Spiritual weapons the Holy Ghost has given us to bring victory into our 

midst: 
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(a) The spiritual weapons of prayer 

(b) the Baptism of the Holy Ghost: releases a greater measure of the 

anointing & authority of Jesus Christ into our life in a   

Weapon of: The Sword of the Spirit / Word of God   

        The Power of Praise & Worship 

The Power in the Name of Jesus 

        The Power of Binding & Loosening 

        The Power of Holiness 

(c)  the Power of Confessing the Word of God 

(d)         The Power of being under the spiritual covering of & in covenant  

             relationship with a local church    ETC !!!!!!!!! 

(e) The Power of fasting 

(f) The Power of picking up your cross & following Jesus 

 

A. Key #2 for  developing the Fruit of the Holy Spirit & releasing the Grace of God 

into our life: KNOW WHEN TO FLEE 

1. 2 Tim 2:22 “Flee also youthful lusts;” 

a. Lusts: is speaking of the desires of our flesh  

b. The amazing thing about these youthful lusts is that it is no respecter of 

persons or age 

(1)  I have seen grown men & grown woman acting like teenagers with no    

Control over the lust of sex outside of marriage, alcohol, drugs 

2. If you play with fire, you will get burned 

If you play with the devil you will get burned 

If you play with temptation you will get burned: 

a. Learn when to flee    

(1)  1 Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 

man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 

you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, 

that you may be able to bear it.  

(a) How many times has God opened the door of escape & yet we do not flee 

3. Joseph gives us a great example as to how to flee: 

a. Gen 39:6 “Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.  

     7 And it came to pass after these things that his master's wife cast longing eyes  

     on Joseph, and she said, "Lie with me."  

     8 But he refused…….. 
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              11 But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his  

              work, and none of the men of the house was inside, 

              12 that she caught him by his garment, saying, "Lie with me." But he left his  

               garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside.  

a. Joseph seen the open door & he fled  

(1)  It does not matter what form the temptation may come to you as / dwell 

(2)  Flee thru the open door … get yourself out of that environment 

(3)  Flee get yourself out of that fellowship 

(4)  1 Cor 6:18 Flee sexual immorality. 

(a) Joseph ran / Joseph fled  

(b)  When Joseph fled he left behind his coat: 

(1)  A coat that distinguished him as the head servant of the house 

(2)  To guard your salvation 

(3)  To guard your testimony 

(a)  You may have to leave behind people 

(b) You may have to leave behind some that the world considers of value 

(c)  But if our relationship with Jesus is the most valuable thing in your 

Life our response to temptation will be like that of Joseph, regardless the 

cost: 

(1) Joseph said: Gen 39:9 “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

against God 

    (a)  If our relationship with Jesus is the most valuable thing in our life 

      Our response to temptation will be like that of JOSEPH, regardless the 

      Price we may pay: 

(2) James 1:14”But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his  

     own lust, and enticed.15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth     

     sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

4. Every Christian must learn the deference between: when it is time to stand & 

when it is time to flee temptation: 

a. Moses is another example of knowing when to flee  

(1)  Example of how to answer the call of God, instead of the call of the world: 

(2)  As well as being willing to loose everything the world had to offer him, 

  But his relationship with God:   

b. Heb 11:24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called    

       the son of Pharaoh's daughter,  

       25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the  people of God than to      
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       enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ  

      greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 

    (1) Living Holy has its rewards: in this life & eternity  

(2) The scripture states that sin has its pleasures …. But they are not 

      Long lasting Moses looked at all Egypt had to offer him: 

(a)  The riches, wine, the women, prominent position he held in society 

        being raised in Pharaoh’s house 

(b) Moses / esteemed / decided that the “Reproaches of Christ” carried greater 

riches than all the treasures of Egypt  

(1)  Yes, if you stand for Jesus there will be times when you will be mocked, 

made fun of , persecuted, talked about, rejected 

(a) In many of the countries I go into 

(1)  Christians are martyred, beaten 

(2)  Exiled from their family & rejected by society 

(3)  Fired from their jobs 

(4)  Thrown into jail 

(b) Whatever the reproach may be …..we must believe that the 

“reproaches of Christ” carry a greater reward !!!!!!!!    

(3)  It tells us this in: Acts 7:29 “Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of 

Midian” 

(a) Moses fled & gave up everything Pharaoh’s house had to offer him 

(4)   Listen to what Timothy states in regards to the temptations of the riches 

The world has to offer: 

(a) 1 Tim 6:10-“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 

some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced 

themselves through with many sorrows.  

                  11 But you, O man of God, flee these things 

(1)  Flee the love of money …. Flee greediness: 

(a) Are you a workaholic? 

(b) Are you unfaithful in tithes & offerings 

(c)  Do you only read Christian books based upon: How to be Blessed & 

Prosperous 

(d) Is the prosperity message the only preaching you listen to? 

(e)  Just like work is to have its properly balanced place in our life 

(f)  The prosperity message is to be properly balanced in our life 

  (1) but when these things get out of balance: 
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    (a) we have fallen into greed … the love of money 

(2)   “For the love of money is the root of all evil”  

(3)  It’s temptations will cause us to stray from the faith 

(4)  It’s price brings many sorrows into our life 

(a) God desires to bless His people 

(b) But God never intended for His blessing to become: 

(1)  What we put first in life, before The Lord 

(2)  What we love more than Jesus  

(a) Message Bible says: “Run for your life….” 

5. We can bring balance into the prosperity of God in our life with two verses: 

1 Tim 6:6” Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 

nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.” 

a.  Do you see the balance of biblical prosperity 

(1)  Def godliness: holiness 

(2)  Def Contentment: sufficiency 

(a) When you loose sight of: when is enough, enough? RUN FOR YOUR LIFE 

(b) Have many have made the grace of God in their life a vain thing 

(1)  Because they fell out of love with Jesus & in love with money? 

(2)  No God does not want you poor & in need ….. Yes He wants you BLESSED 

(3)  But not to the point when you no longer walk in “godliness with 

Contentment is great gain” 

  

B. So this next key / Third # 3biblical key for developing a fruitful life will help us 

In overcoming the love of money & greed: PURSUE THE THNGS OF GOD  

 1 Tim 6:11 “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.” 

1. Def Pursue:  to press forward, to follow after 

a. What are you pursuing … what are you running after…. What are you seeking 

(1)  What we pursue reveals whom & what you love 

(2)  What we pursue will set our priorities of whom & what is most important 

To us 

2. The scriptures teaches us to Flee & then pursue / follow after / press forward 

      into: 

a. Righteousness: right standing with God 

b. Godliness: holiness 

c. Faith: not speaking of believing for things… Rather believing in God / 

relationship that trusts in & relies upon their Heavenly Father 
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d. Love: Agape / Divine love of God flowing into & threw our lives 

e. Patience: cheerful endurance 

f. Gentleness: humility 

 

C. Fourth #4 final key for developing a fruitful life, so the Grace God shed in our 

heart is not in vain: BECOME USEFUL  

1. 2 Tim 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, 

but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 

     21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for   

     honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work 

a. This “GREAT HOUSE” is speaking about the Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

b. And in this great house are vessels: 

(1)  Each of us are the vessels this verse is speaking of 

 

c. Note there are two types of vessels in this great house / The Church: 

(1)  Vessels of Gold & Silver / Honor 

(2)  Vessels of wood / clay /  Dishonor 

2. The type of vessel we are is not God’s choice … it is our personal choice: 

a. This is what determines what type of vessel we are: 

(1)  Vs 21 “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter….. 

(a) How do we cleanse ourselves? 

(1) Live a life of repentance…. Be quick to repent  

(a)  1 John 1: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our    

     sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

(2)  Live a life in the word of God….stay in the word 

Eph 5:26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water 

by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not 

having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 

without blemish.  

3. If we are willing to be cleansed by the Blood of Jesus & Word of God…. 

The bible says:   

a. 2 Tim 2:21 “he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the 

Master, prepared for every good work.  

(1)  I pray it is your heart desire to become useful for the Master/ Jesus  

(2)  I pray it is the hunger of your heart for God to use you for His glory 
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IV. Eph 4:7 “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of 

Christ's gift” 

A. “But to each one of us grace is given” 

1. Have you accepted the Grace of God in your life and become Born Again? 

a. DWELL 

2. For you who are Born Again: 

a. Have you allowed the Grace of God to become a vain thing in your life: 

(1) By not cleaning yourselves & living holy for Jesus 

b. Have you allowed the Grace of God to become a vain thing in your life: 

(1)  Because you have not answered the call of God 

(2)  Because you have not stirred up gifts & talents for serving in the ministry 

You are graced & anointed for 

(3) 1 Cor 15:10 “His grace toward me was not in vain”  

 

 


